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Auvgust 15, 200!

His Eminence William Cardinal Keeler
408 North Charles Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201

US.A

Dear Eminence:

§ wrote & letter to you at the time Gianna Sullivan heving been twice the object of
a close investigation by your staff (before Gianna was entrusted to Fr. Jelly, O.2)), bt
never received a responge, I am, therefors, now writing to you at your personsl address
so that you may gel my message, because I know Gianna well, T have followed her,
among others, end 1 have appreciated her fully dedicated faith, her humsan worth and the
fruits of her initistives, and her exemplary concsrn for always remaining iu the order of
and in perfeot abedience to the Church. )

1 would like to take the liberty to share with you soms essential conclusions of my
protracted work about Iier, 50 that they way contribute to vour discernment effort and $o
that of your committee, to which you will deside to communicate the following text, if it
is appropriate, You may also request more detailed information from me, as I have
reduced this paper to tha essentials,

I also enclose my cuwriculum and mention my tities of formet expert to the
Council as well as member of several pontifical theology academices, in order for you o
better evaluate me. I participate in the life of the Church in the United Staies by giving a
cowrse every year at the IM.R.L in Dayton, Ohio, where [ was the colleague of Fr, Jelly
wha had pegatively judged preceding appatitions, but had been able to appreciate and
support Gisnna,

Rermaining respectfully united to you in ovwr Lord Jesus Christ,

R =

Abbé René Laurentin

Enclosure



NOTE BY PROFESSOR RENE LAURENTIN

Former expert to the Council, Member of the Pomtifical Theology Academy and Roman
Academies, :

After ten years of study on Gianna Sullivan, founder of Mission of Meroy, who
was born Talone of farvent Itafien Catholic parents, I feel it is appropriaie to now simply
share the main conclusions of my study of her case, for I studied her closely at the
beginning: she asked me for advies at varivus moments of her life.

Conelusjons of my Tn-depth Work on _Gianna

It was in September 1987 that Gianna had her first apparition of the Virgln Mary,
To this day she has apparitions daily, except Fridays. She therefore surpassed the group
of the ten seers or charismatics, awakened by the pastoral care of Father James Spaulding
at the parish of St. Maria Goretti, Scottsdale, Arizona (R. Laurentin, Our Lord and Our
Lady in Scottsdals, Fraitful Charisms in 3 Traditional American Parish, Milford, Faith
Publishing Company, 1992), In 1989, Bill Reck, Director of this publishing company,
gent me a manuseript of the messages received at Medjugorie, which he intended to
publish, I answered him; “Thess are particular messages destined to a parish. Thers is
no reason to conserve them; one publishes too many of these messages today, ste.” Bill
Reck did it anyway. The book was a great suacess. More than 500,000 ¢opiss were sold.
Tt was his besiseller. It was then that he asked me to write & book on the apparitions i
Scottsdale, which I did, I thus made two trips 10 Scottsdale, one in July 1991 for fict
finding, and one the following year for a final review of the manuscript.

The diocese, afier hearing the opinion of the Committes whose president, Fr.
Brmest Larkin, OCD, was for a time Gianna’s spiritusl director, judged that it was not
proved to be spiritual, although it was not excluding it. The conclusion was “Non constat
supernaturalitas” (it is not proved) and not “tonstat - non-supernaturalitas” (the
supernatural i8 excluded), Conocornod that all sclentific verifications possible be
pesformed, I fiad called Dr. Loron, a neurologist at the Salpétriére Hospital in Paris
specializing in cases where newrology moots the spiritual (bostasy of the seers and
reactions 1o exercism). The electro-encephalogram he made showed a normal and non-
pethological state, with a mixture of alpha ard beta waves, Gianug being at the same time
in contemplation (alpha) and active, dialoguing duting the apparition. Gianna
disconnected from the exterior worid by the ecstasy, does not sléep or dream, and is not
in an epileptio state. There is nothing pathological, (Among the tested seers, thére arg
normal variations aveording to the diversified finctions of the ecstasies.)

In short, [ have neglected nothing to arrive at both a solentific and a spiritua)
discernment. .



As repards puiding principles, I have written a fow papers towards g future
distionary of apparitions and I would like to mention the few guidelines I follow, which |
have found somatimes disregarded in investigations,

As the apparitions are calling for o discernment of the spiritual authenticity and of
the fraits thereof, and not for a dogmatic and massive judgment, it is important to remain
ou the mentioned grounds and to have in mind the limitations of an authenticity diagnosis
when it comes to a spiritual or charismatic communlcation.

As no human being Is perfect, the authenticity does not requike perfection of the
persont, who can be subject to temptations, more gravely than othars, & fact that one also

has to discern. A weak point or even an error or momentary fault of a seer is not enough
to exclude his or her authenticity,

Among numerous criteria 1 have described elsewhere, the fruits are the most
Iraportant, It I3 also the only eriterion that was given us by Cheist Himself: “One judges
tree by its fuits,” @ norm which is stated six times in the four Gospels.

[ therefore begin with the fuits. In Gianna’s case, the fruits have always been
positive, without anything negative. Around herself, she hay awakened and supported the

faith in & world where the faith js asphyxlated by seoularization, lalclzation, and ambient
materialism,

In her spivitual life which I followed at the beginning, sometimes moderating the
initiative of her beautiful creativity, the apparitions have enhanced the quality of her
prayer and of her exemplary life, in which she courageously solved her personal
problems (no grave ones), which she hes, as every human being, Her maturing was
retnarkable and testifies to @ positive influsnce dyo o the apparitions, end even of an
itexior education coming frdm above, :

There are good fruits in her family, in spite of very difficult conditions at the
begioning, She had married 2 man who did not want children. Ths diocssan officialy
recogmized this and declared the nullity of this first union, which had been a long trlal for
her. The marriage she then entered with Michael Sullivan, M.D. wes decided in a deep
spiritual agreement 1o lead a life of prayer totally dedicated to the service of the poor in
the medical feld, in which she and her husband are qualificd by their competence, their
practical sense, and their efficiency. ~

During the period in which the former pastor of Emmitsburg integrated the
apparitions in the life of the parish, these manifestations, in which no one was bound 10
purtiolpate, have supported and stimutated the faith and fervor of the persons present
through conversions and fruits. This pastor, if interrogated, cowld testify about thiy in a
useful way within the limits st by the secret of confegsion.



. The publishing of these messages seems to have generally had the same positive
influence in stimulating faith and prayer, Thers were no criticists or eomplaints.

What appears most impressive to me = for it is an important criterion in the
discernment of apparitions ~ is that the chatlam of the contemplative order has Howerod
into charity through a chatism of service, perfectly integrated and technically adapted, to
provide full health cars to many Americans doprived becatse of poverty, This s
esseqtial, n the line of the healings mentioned in the Gospels, Giauna and her husband
have dedioated their lives to this task with s perfeetion above all praise. When one
ensounters the allianoy of prayer with charity (nowadays proferably called humanitarian
and social aid), this allisnce is one of the best positive eyitetia that exist,

Fostseriptum

I preferred to make a brief report. 1 could be more présise on one point or
another, if' this is deemed useful by the Committee appointed to judge this case. 1 am told
the names of ity members are not disclosed. I am therefore available, if it is desmed
useful, given my experience and copsultation by various committees,

£ close by smentioning the foliowing Gbservations:

1. Whereas every commiteee insludes a theologian, 8 psychologist or psychiatrist,
Canon lawyers, etc., spiritual discermment, now unfortunately veceding in the Chureh,
itvites to call in prtority real experts of the spiritual, such as experienced and recognized
confessors, confirmed directors of novices and heads of seminarias, sxorcists, ete, They
are usually in the best position to judge the essential: is there normal spiritual
communication with God and the saints living in Iis orbit?

2, Too often committees foous on celticism and not values. Values are essential,
Criticisis do npot suffics o motivate a negative judgment, also at the doctrinal level,
axcept Major or grave error.

For no saint or doctor of the Church is fres fror ambiguous formulas. St
Thomas Aquings, as also St. Catherine of Sienna, given the state of theology at thelr tims,
have not grasped the immaculate origin of the Virgin Mexy, Afler this dogmn wus
defined, one did not doptive them of thelr quality of saint and docter of the Church. One

sametimes condemns seers for lesser errors. One could quote many other examples of
amblguitiss in the Fathers and Doctors of the Church.

In the Gospel itself, soms verses remain the ordeal of exegetes and theologians.
They ave many, in particular, Christ’s sayings: “The elect are few” seems to contradiet
the inspired saying of the mpostls; “Cod wants that all men be saved.,” Such is also



Clwist’s saying: “The Father is greater than 1.7 The enemies of the clergy denounce the
contradictions 1n the Gospel, 2 they are unable to comprehend and place their values,

In many cages, conmuittecs set up to judge sincere, prayerful apparitions bearing
indisputable fruits, issue the verdiot “supernturalistes non conistat,” and the press states:
“It 5 not superatural,” or *Tt is an illusion,™ or ‘It is not guthentic,” or “It is
condermned.” It is a terrible defamation for excellent Cheistians, better than others, when
thie Church’s apparent judgment seems to defame them, It happens frequently.





